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Winner of the Monte Carlo Squash
Classic 2024, Tesni Murphy is a breath
of fresh air on the tour. In a time where
sports bodies - and media - want
athletes to fit in a box and refereeing
to be governed by technology, the
Welshwoman stands out with her
game based on brain rather than
power, as well as her sense of humour
on and off the court.

Runner-up in 2018, Murphy added her
name into the incredible list of the
Monte Carlo Squash Classic winners.
The tournament, which is not far from
celebrating its 30th edition, may not
be a "major", but this year's confirmed

_ _ ' The Monte
once more it’s an iconic event on the Carlo Classic is

calendar. We can't wait to see what SIEEEL, Al 5
is this year’s

the future has in store in Monaco... winner




A CONVERSATION WITH

(TESNEMURBHY

BY JEROME ELHAIK

ﬁg Fersenn Sherkan

The winner of the 2024
MC Classic is not the
tallest player on tour
but her squash IQ is
second to none

FEELING AFTER MATCH
BALL?

“You mean the two | lost?
Joke aside, | was so happy
and it’s a nice feeling to
win an event I've loved
playing over the years. It
was a close final
throughout, which came
down to SJ hitting a few




“l am happy with the way:
| dealt with the pressure
of being one of the top
seeds in Monte Carlo.”

It's easy to play against a
top 5 girl in the 1st round of
a major because you have
nothing to lose. But when
you are one of the top
seeds in a tournament like
Monaco there’s more
pressure and | am happy
with how | dealt with it. |
don’t know why but I've
been moving very well on
court lately (she laughs). |
want to take things step by
step, coming back into the
top 20 was a goal of mine

so now why not aim for top
10.”




The tour is so strong these
days, it's incredibly hard to
win a tournament...”

A UNIQUE STYLE

“Nobody told me to play like
this, it was my choice.

I've always been shorter
than my opponents and
didn’t really train physically
when | was young.
Sometimes | tried to play a
more basic game but it did

not suit my personality.
Actually | admire players
who are very strong
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| knew it was her! She
brought enjoyment back
into my game, all our
sessions are very hard but
also a lot of fun. Her game
was very different to mine,
which is great because | can
take some of her shots - for
example the crosscourt
kills. | still love learning, and
never stop trying new
things. We don’t have
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MONTE CAREQICIFASSIE
AT A GLANCE

A few takes from this yea

Tesni Murphy is the first
Welshwoman to win in Monte
Carlo. Thanks to this title, she
overtook Sarah-Jane Perry
and is now 18 in the world -
her best ranking in a year.
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Back after a serious knee
injury, former World No.10
Joshna Chinappa surprised
herself reaching the semis.
The 38-year old Indian
climbed from 314 to 160 in the
rankings!
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Mélissa Alves, Enora Villard,
Lauren Baltayan and Elise
Romba all lost their first
match and it was the first
time since 2017 there was no
French interest in the

quarters.
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= /The Classic is among the oldest tc
&) | the tour, and the only one who's b
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& | was not held in 2010 and 2011.
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BY JEROME ELHAIK
%)) Fersenn Sherkan

We caught up with Mélanie Flachaire, president of the Monte Carlo
Squash Racket Club who’s also going to take over Bruno Fissore at the
head of the Federation.

MONACO LIKE THE
PLAYERS AND VICE-
VERSA

“It was great to see some
former top 10 players who
had not been coming in
Monaco for a while. When
they say they love it here, |

do think they mean it.
Obviously the setting is a
factor, as well as the
weather for British players
(she laughs), and we do
everything we can so that
they feel comfortable.
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“When players say they love

the tournament | do think
they meaniit.”

A SPECIAL EVENT
“We'd looked into it with
Philippe Signoret a while

ago, the Monte Carlo Squash

Classic is the second oldest
tournament in Europe after
the British Open. We know
that we are iconic event on
the calendar, and that’s
probably why someone like
Joshna Chinappa wanted to
come at least once before
ending her career. Having
hosted 27 editions means
something, it’s the result of
all the work of the team as
well as the continued
support of the government.
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| love the sport and I'll try
and work on new things.
Politics are also important
because sport is not only
about what’s going on on
court.”

THE FUTURE OF THE
CLASSIC

“In the last 3 years we’ve
been trying to grow,
especially in terms of
communication. We intend
to go further, but that
doesn’t happen overnight.
Patience is one of my core
values: we can dream of a
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On court

Emilia Soini
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MONTE CARLO CLASSIC 2024 - THE DRAW

Round of 32

(11 nov)

Ali LOKE (WAL)

Round of 16

(12 nov)

[1] Sarah-Jane PERRY
(ENG)

11-3,7-11,11-6, 11-3

11-9,11-9, 11-4
[9/16] Elise ROMBA (FRA)

Ali LOKE (WAL)

[9/16] Alison THOMSON (SCO)
11-9, 11-5, 11-4
Hayley WARD (RSA)

Jacqueline PEYCHAR (AUT)
7-11,11-8,9-11,11-2, 11-5
[9/16] Lowri ROBERTS (WAL)

[9/16] Joshna CHINAPPA (IND|
11-8, 11-4,11-5
Katerina TYCOVA (GER)

Hayley WARD (RSA)

11-5, 11-3, 11-9

[7]1 Emilia SOINI
(FIN)

[6] Alicia MEAD
(ENG)

11-4,12-10, 11-7

[9/16] Lowri ROBERTS
(WAL)

[9/16] Joshna
CHINAPPA (IND)

Sophie FADAELY (AUS)
11-2, 11-4,11-9
[9/16] Saskia BEINHARD (GER)

[9/16] Lauren BALTAYAN (FRA)

11-9, 11-7, 12-10

Tanvi KHANNA (IND)

Margot PROW (BAR)

11-4,11-5, 11-9

[9/16] Hana ISMAIL (EGY)
[9/16] Millie TOMLINSON (ENG)

11-6, 9-11, 8-11, 11-5, 11-5

Au Yeong WAI YHANN (SGP)

4-11,11-5, 11-9, 9-11, 11-7

[4] Mélissa ALVES
(FRA)

[3] Tesni MURPHY
(WAL)

11-5, 11-5, 11-8

[9/16] Saskia
BEINHARD (GER)

Tanvi KHANNA (IND)

11-7,11-8,11-5

[5] Hana RAMADAN
(EGY)

[8] Enora VILLARD
(FRA)

11-6, 11-6, 3-11, 13-11

[9/16] Hana ISMAIL
(EGY)

[9/16] Millie
TOMLINSON (ENG)

11-6, 11-5, 11-6

[2] Lucy TURMEL

(ENG)

Quarterfinals
(13 nov)

[1] Sarah-Jane PERRY

(ENG)

11-7,11-4,11-4

[7] Emilia SOINI
(FIN)

[6] Alicia MEAD
(ENG)

11-5,11-4,11-3

[9/16] Joshna
CHINAPPA (IND)

[3] Tesni MURPHY
(WAL)

11-8,11-6, 11-7

[S] Hana RAMADAN
(EGY)

[9/16] Hana ISMAIL
(EGY)

11-4, 9-11, 11-6, 8-11, 11-7

[2] Lucy TURMEL

(ENG)

Semifinals
(14 nov)

Final
(15 nov)

[1] Sarah-Jane PERRY
(ENG)

11-8, 11-7, 4-11,14-12

[1] Sarah-Jane PERRY

(ENG)

[9/16] Joshna
CHINAPPA (IND)
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Winner

[3] Tesni MURPHY
(WAL)

11-9, 11-9, 12-10

[3] Tesni MURPHY
(WAL)

8-11,11-7,11-4, 11-7

[3] Tesni MURPHY

(WAL)

[2] Lucy TURMEL
(ENG)
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